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The Marches - Strategic Transport Connectivity Priorities 
Pre-Strategic Outline Business Case (Pre-SOBC Stage)
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	PROJECT/PROGRAMME: Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure 

	Brief Description

	Road transport is responsible for a quarter of UK domestic greenhouse gas emissions and there is an ever increasing need to decarbonise the transport sector if challenging net zero targets are to be met. Government has committed to no new sales of petrol or diesel cars by 2030 meaning the demand for electric vehicles and associated charging infrastructure is likely to increase exponentially over the next decade. The number of publicly accessible chargepoints on and off-street at destinations across the Marches is steadily increasing but there is a shortage of rapid and ultra-rapid charging locations that enable users to remain on site for a short time. It is acknowledged that there is a strategic need to accelerate the roll out of electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure in communities all across the Marches to serve growing demand and, as part of this, further increase the number of strategic and local hubs near main transport routes to support inter-regional and transitional movements. 

	Current Status

	Midlands Connect released its overarching EV charging infrastructure strategy ‘Supercharging the Midlands’ in 2021 setting out a baseline position, looking at challenges and opportunities, and various delivery models. They have since established an EV forum and launched a new EV Infrastructure Planning tool to support local authority partners to identify the best locations for new chargepoints. 

There is a Borough-wide Public Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Strategy (2022) in place in Telford & Wrekin and a draft County-wide Low Carbon Vehicle Strategy (2022) in Shropshire due to be published soon. Work to prepare a County-wide EV strategy in Herefordshire is ongoing, expected to be finalised later this year. It is noted that existing rapid and ultra-rapid chargepoints can be found in the main urban areas of Ross-on-Wye, Hereford, Leominster, Ludlow, Shrewsbury, Oswestry and Telford. The regional evidence base with regards future need is emerging and some high level work has been undertaken to identify early priorities, with plans for some new charging hubs coming forward largely centred around the A49, A5 and M54 - which cater for the most vehicle trips and also serve longer distance journeys. However, it is recognised that more work is needed to identify longer-term strategic priorities and understand where electricity grid upgrades are most required.

	Emerging Scope and Service Requirements

	It has been established that there is a pressing need to consolidate current baseline information across the Marches and undertake a comprehensive review of the network to understand where both the demand and existing supply is; requiring further study and stakeholder engagement. This will need to take into account the significant increase in on-street and some additional rapid provision expected across the Marches from 2024 as a result of LEVI funded projects. Timing is key but informed by this work the approach to planning and delivery may be threefold:

1 Short-term (quick wins) – facilitating the installation of further vehicle charging infrastructure (on and off-street, destination and rapid recharging at strategic/local hubs) where demand exceeds current provision, and where there is sufficient grid capacity to accommodate it.
2 Medium-term (passive provision) – forecast demand and use types to inform electricity network upgrades, reinforcement, storage and balancing programmes so that further vehicle charging can be supported where it is or will be needed elsewhere over the next decade.

3 Longer-term (innovation) – explore the idea of a Transport Super Hub; a state-of-the-art mixed-use facility for recharging and alternative fuelling e.g. hydrogen/biofuel, vehicle parking and other facilities (close association with freight network improvement strategy).  
.  
At this stage indications are that initial focus for developing a network of strategic hubs would be on the A49, A5 and M54 corridors around key urban areas and at intersections with other main routes as indicated in Annex A. Efforts to install slow, fast or rapid chargers on or off-street, at forecourts and local EV hubs are best advised by demand analysis and information on propensity to use EV. 
 
Indicative costs as set out below could provide the basis for a staged programme to roll out EV chargepoints by type, over both the short and medium-term. The approach, site selection and phasing will depend on local evidence, use of tools available and an assessment of deliverability. It is noted that the initial need for on-street chargepoints will likely be met through LEVI projects with analysis on locations being undertaken using a mix of modelling and local knowledge.   

	Estimated Costs 

	The scale of investment required may be moderate to high depending on scale and packaging of schemes (incremental vs step change). High level indicative cost ranges for installation of EV charging infrastructure, subject to location, grid constraints and specification (number and speed), to be used as a guide are as follows:
	Type
	Indicative Cost Range

	Off-street chargepoint (residential/business)
	£1-3k

	Off-street chargepoint (leisure/retail locations, council car parks etc.)
	£3k - £10k

	On-street chargepoint (residential/business)
	£3k - £10k

	Chargepoint at filling station (forecourt)
	£5k - £15k

	EV charging hub (intermediate rapid charging - multiple)
	£15k - £150k

	Transport Super Hub (supercharging/alternative fuelling facility)
	£10m - £20m


Note: Illustrative costs are based on information gathered by AECOM, benchmarked against the cost of other similar schemes and figures provided by Western Power Distribution (current prices non discounted). Actual costs per scheme/location will vary significantly. 
There will also be a need to consider ongoing operating costs including effective maintenance, promotion and general customer service, which may depend on charging structures and providers.  
The Marches would require an additional 149 chargepoints to achieve the current national average or 302 to match the level provided in Cumbria – offering the best provision outside London. Based on  average unit costs provided above it has been calculated that between £750,000 and £1.5m (a third of this for rapid charging) is required to bring the Marches up to the standard of other parts of the UK. 
Midlands Connect ‘Supercharging the Midlands’ presents three different scenarios for EV uptake by 2025 and 2030 (slower, mid-range and accelerated). It has been estimated that to support the forecast EV uptake identified the following investment would be required in the Marches specifically:
	Year
	Scenario
	Additional Chargepoints Required
	Indicative Cost Range

	2025
	Scenario 1 – Slower Uptake
	385
	£1.9m - £3.8m

	
	Scenario 2 – Mid-Range Uptake
	1088
	£5.4m - £10.9m

	
	Scenario 3 – Accelerated Uptake
	1767
	£8.8m - £17.7m

	2030
	Scenario 1 – Slower Uptake
	1361
	£6.8m - £13.6m

	
	Scenario 2 – Mid-Range Uptake
	3240
	£16.2m - £32.4m

	
	Scenario 3 – Accelerated Uptake
	6213
	£31.1m - £62.1m


Note: Illustrative costs per scenario are based on 1-3 no. slow, fast or rapid chargers on or off-street, at forecourts and small EV hubs across the region making up the additional chargepoints required. Estimates do not account for a Transport Super Hub. 

	PART A – Strategic Case

	The Case for Change

	Transport Connectivity Problems

· The quality of road infrastructure and associated facilities including existing provision for electric and low emission vehicles is generally not fit for purpose. The Marches has historically suffered from relatively low levels of transport investment compared to other areas of the UK. 
· The number of publicly available charging points in the LEP area is low; 259 in total or 35.1 per 100,000 population, compared to a national average of 55.3 (DfT January 2023 data). Of these, only 50 rapid or above chargepoints are currently available to the public, 40% fewer per 100,000 population than the national average. A full breakdown is provided below.
	Region/LA
	Total Charging Devices
	Total Per 100,000 Population
	Rapid or Above
	Rapid or Above Per 100,000 Population

	UK
	37,055
	55.3
	6,887
	10.3

	Marches
	259
	35.1
	50
	6.9

	Herefordshire
	75
	40
	13
	6.9

	Shropshire
	147
	45.3
	27
	8.3

	Telford & Wrekin
	37
	19.9
	10
	5.4


· Evidence available to date shows that existing EV charging infrastructure is inconsistent with significant gaps in provision, even within key urban areas. Telford & Wrekin have half as many chargepoints per 100,000 population as other areas of the Marches. As of January 2023 there are 6,852 private and company plug in vehicles registered in the sub-region, indicating a significant undersupply of publicly available and transit chargepoints.
· Petrol and diesel traffic is having an increasingly negative impact in the three key urban centres of Hereford, Shrewsbury and Telford. Car ownership in the Marches is high at 84% (Census 2021) and there are an estimated 3.8bn miles of motor vehicle travel each year (DfT 2021). Increased use of EVs will lessen the impact on these areas.   
· As well as traffic within, to and from the Marches and Mid Wales area, there are also significant volumes of HGV traffic that travel the area. An estimated 2.16 million annual HGV movements out of a total of 10.56 million in the Marches (20%) are longer distance, transit movements. The absence of any EV and hydrogen refuelling infrastructure for lorries in the region makes it difficult for operators to consider decarbonising their fleet.   
· Outside key economic and employment centres the Marches is predominately rural with dispersed communities creating problems in terms of travel choice and ease of access to the vehicle charging network. Rurality is also a hindrance to cross-border connectivity.
. 
Socio-Economic Conditions

The Marches covers an area of 2,300 square miles with a population of 690,180 people, providing 289,000 jobs at over 30,000 businesses (see ‘Main Beneficiaries’). Its economy contributes £15.1bn in economic output measured as Gross Value Added (GVA) or £21,752 per person (based on 2019 data.) Alternative fuels will be key to accommodating further growth.
Significant population growth is expected in the Marches, with both Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin projected to grow by 11-12% by 2031. This aligns with large numbers of new jobs forecast; Telford is expected to see an increase of 22% in new employment and an additional 4,000 jobs in the professional services sector. In a mid-range uptake scenario an extra 3,240 chargepoints would be needed by 2030 to serve this population. 
· The population is older and ageing more rapidly than the national average (over 22 per cent compared to around 18 per cent in the UK) with a lower proportion of young people, contributing to an ageing workforce and lower skill base. Only 16.6% of the population are aged 20 to 34, much lower than the UK average of 19.9%. A Rapid Evidence Assessment for the DfT suggests that EV owners are more heavily concentrated in the 40-69 age group.
· A predominantly rural geography and significant variations in density hinders social and economic mobility. The three main urban centres are home to 41% of the population but rural areas are home to a large numbers of residents, who are more likely to be environmentally conscious but often have fewer travel options.   
· Local authority areas include several LSOAs that fall within the top 10% least deprived LSOAs in England with a greater propensity for EV uptake. There are however pockets of deprivation in both rural and urban areas, and isolated communities close to major business clusters, with productivity and wages lower than they could be. There is also an evident need to expand travel horizons to secure quality employment. 
· Housing affordability and provision vary significantly across the region with a lower proportion of one and two bedroom properties. This impacts the ability of people to live close to their place of work and introduces recruitment and staff retention issues for businesses. 

	Strategic Fit

	Current and emerging local, regional and national transport policy and strategy documents have been reviewed to steer the initial approach to identifying and assessing strategic transport priorities. The following key themes are reiterated across the reviewed documents: 
· Multi-modal inter-connectivity - door-to-door access for people and businesses. 
· Creation of sustainable places - minimising the harmful environmental impacts of transport on public health and contributing to decarbonisation targets by improving air quality.  
· Improved rural mobility and inclusion - levelling up disadvantaged/excluded communities.
· Economic growth and productivity - through job creation, access to employment, education and services as well as improved journey times and reduced congestion.  
Interventions to support electric vehicles will contribute towards achieving all of these aims and are considered a critical element of a wider transport system improvement programme in the Marches. 

Local Policy 
New and improved infrastructure for low emission and electric vehicles will increase uptake and accessibility, consistent with local EV and low carbon strategies. Accelerated roll out of chargepoints will meet the objectives and core policies set out in current Shropshire (2006-2026), Herefordshire (2011-2031) and Telford & Wrekin (2011-2031) Local Transport Plans (LTP). 

Regional Policy
Application of the Joint Appraisal Framework will be able to demonstrate that this programme aligns with the vision set out in the emerging Strategic Economic Plan (SEP) for the Marches as follows:  

	Key - Level of Contribution
	+2
	Strong Positive
	+1
	Positive
	0
	Neutral (or N/A)
	-1
	Slight Negative 
	-2
	Negative



	SEP Vision (Emerging)
	Fit
	How

	A Place that is Open for Business
	+2
	Providing for sustainable modes will encourage clean, inclusive growth, increase the job catchment and attract local investment.

	A Growing Place, Attracting More People
	+2
	Connectivity improvements will contribute to a sense of place where people want to build their careers and businesses.

	Sustainable Connectivity
	+2
	Driving sustainability and supporting a shift to electric vehicles in the Marches with new and improved transport infrastructure.

	A Destination Not a Boundary
	+1
	Providing a high quality experience and greater travel choice for residents and visitors alike. 

	Collaborative and Proactive
	+2
	Authorities working together with key stakeholders to identify and deliver critical transport connectivity improvements. 

	Economic Participation in Later Life
	0
	Improvements may support inclusivity and economic participation in later life for some, enabling more residents to adapt in the face of climate emergency.   

	A Global Centre of Excellence
	 +1
	Schemes may provide improved access to key economic centres and enterprise zones in the region and boost the low carbon economy.  

	An Inclusive Place
	+1
	Enabling people from all communities to thrive and develop by increasing travel choice and accessibility to job and skills. 



Fit with Wider Objectives 
Implementation of these schemes will aid in achieving other regional and national policies as follows:
	Policy
	Fit
	How

	Midlands Connect Strategic Transport Plan (2022)
	+2
	Decarbonising transport and adapting to climate change is a key strategic transport commitment made in the Plan. Midlands Connect plans to accelerate the delivery of the transport infrastructure that the region needs through its programmes. 

	Midlands Connect Supercharging the Midlands (2021)
	+2
	Accelerated installation of the electric vehicle charging points needed to support the growing market will help Midlands Connect and its partners meet decarbonisation goals. Super Hubs, Strategic Hubs and Local Hubs in the Marches will form part of the desired network of refuelling, recharging and modal interchange hubs in the region. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk124339666]Levelling Up the United Kingdom (2022)
	+1
	Improving transport connectivity will increase productivity by linking more people to jobs, education and businesses to each other, boosting social and economic mobility.

	Net Zero Strategy: Build Back Greener (2021)
	+2
	The schemes aim to reduce emissions from vehicles by providing more sustainable travel options connecting urban centres. This will be particularly beneficial in the AQMAs in Herefordshire and Shropshire, and AONB areas.

	DfT National Infrastructure Strategy (2020)
	+2
	Supports delivery of the strategy, which sets out Government’s commitment to invest in infrastructure improvements that link towns and cities in a fairer, faster, greener way.   

	DfT Decarbonising Transport: A Better, Greener Britain (2021)
	+2
	Investment will help accelerate a shift from petrol and diesel vehicles to more sustainable transport through the Marches, thus reducing transport emissions. This will be particularly beneficial in the AQMAs found in Herefordshire and Shropshire.

	DfT Taking Charge: The Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy (2022)
	+2
	Schemes will support the DfT’s ambition to accelerate rollout of a comprehensive and competitive rapid charging network on major roads, and to scale up the rollout of public chargepoints on local streets. The strategy states that rollout must progress at pace to provide sufficient chargepoints ahead of demand.

	Other Sources
	+1
	The following documents were also used to inform the strategic direction of the proposition:
· Marches Energy Strategy (2018)
· Midlands Connect: Freight Routemap for the Midlands (2022)


.

	Setting Objectives 

	A set of high level objectives has been identified to align directly with the emerging SEP, and intended to respond to the problems and opportunties in the Marches. These are as follows: 
[image: ]
Objectives will need to be refined and updated to SMART objectives as part of the business case development process, made specific to the schemes as designed. Definition of a set of indicators to demonstrate how the objectives will be measured will form part of the Monitoring and Evaluation Plan.

	Impact of Doing Nothing

	· Widening gap between demand and supply - An undersupply of publicly available charging points will negatively affect take up of private and company plug in vehicles in the Marches.  
· Continuing dependency on petrol and diesel cars - An ongoing increase in petrol and diesel traffic will have a detrimental impact on noise and local air quality. 
· Extended transport inequality - In the absence of substantial ongoing investment in both on and off-street charging across the Marches, including within rural areas, residents may be unable to charge EVs and therefore will have their choices limited.  
· Damage to perceptions of place - Charging inconvenience will have a detrimental effect on the user-experience and will lessen the appeal to visit, live, work and invest in the Marches. 
· Deceleration of market growth - Will discourage market interest in the Marches from the low carbon sector and reduce the likelihood of advances in green technology and fuel innovation. 



	PART B – Delivery (Qualitative Assessment)

	Likely Constraints 

	Key constraints have been identified as follows: 
· Charging solutions are heavily reliant on a Distribution Network Operator (DNO) grid connection and local network capacity. It is anticipated that Fast Chargers (up to 22kW) would be most suited to off-street locations for short-medium duration stays for destination charging. Rapid (40kW - 50kW) and Ultra-Rapid (50kW up to 350kW) chargers are best suited to short stop transit locations. Chargepoint type has a significant impact on the electricity demand and therefore the use of more rapid chargers needs detailed assessment.
· New chargepoints will require electrical services, designed and installed in line with current IET wiring regulations, BS7671. The IET have also published a Code of practice for Electric Vehicle Charging Equipment Installation which is a useful reference.
· Dispersed demand likely outside main urban areas and away from key transport corridors. 
· Successful delivery is subject to engagement and agreement with land owners and operators. 
· Without investment from both public and private sector parties, the infrastructure needed is unlikely to be delivered.
· Mobile network availability to enable reliable communications between the chargepoint and the management system. The resilience of the communications is critical to the revenue process and equipment reporting, additional signal boosters or direct lines may be required.
· Forecasting market changes and keeping in dialogue with manufacturers to ensure interoperability is essential if all EV owners are to be sufficiently catered for.
· Potential environmental constraints at new or extended sites including topography, interface with AONB, watercourses, flood zones and tree preservation orders (TPOs).

	Inter-Dependencies 

	At this stage it has been identified that the scheme programme may be dependent on the following: 
Objectives set and site selection criteria applied for each location type. 
Interface with local strategy development, and other projects and programmes such as those identified in area-based masterplans. 
Consistency between national, regional and local strategies and approach, including requirements for developers in providing EV infrastructure.  
Electricity network improvement and upgrade programmes, and potentially competing demands following Ofgem's Access and Forward-Looking Charges Significant Code Review.
Roll out of mobile network upgrades where needed to ensure reliable communications. 
Political and private sector backing.
Appropriate levels of funding from streams to be identified for installation and operation.
Pace of change in take up of electrified vehicles and conversion of fleet.
EV charging has a particularly close association with freight and bus programmes.
Business and consumer awareness of benefits and charging infrastructure developments to encourage uptake of EV and ongoing use. 
At locations that attract visitors factors such as materials, visual and traffic impact will be particularly important design considerations.
Successful liaison with the local communities ensuring they are included in regular updates throughout the scheme development processes.
Planning Permission granted on behalf of the local authorities where required.
Successful Land Acquisition/CPO process to acquire any land required.
Timely procurement of a capable supplier/operator.

	Key Risks

	The key risks that have been identified to date include:
Current uncertainty over the funding and future of the Marches Local Enterprise Partnership as a body charged with driving economic growth across the sub-region. 
Clarity and consistency in planning guidance for EV infrastructure, such as on-street provision.
Lack of grid capacity and connections to support new infrastructure. 
The pace of change in the market, type of technology in use and new models needing to be catered for. 
Approvals and the availability of funding to progress the case/construct the scheme/s.
Increased scheme costs due to levels of uncertainty at this stage, inflation assumptions and delays in scheme development.
Potential service gaps i.e. resources available to deliver the scheme/s and maintain the network to a good standard.
Actual or perceived lack of chargepoint reliability can discourage EV uptake and ongoing use with 60% of EV owners saying they have experienced issues finding a working charger.
.  
.
Level of inclusivity and well-being benefits that can be achieved by the final design. 
Potential land ownership issues.
Stakeholder priorities, comments and potential for objections.
Possible unanticipated utilities and utilities diversion.

	Main Beneficiaries

	Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) screening or assessment has not yet been undertaken to determine the potential impacts that any scheme or scenario may have on the Protected Characteristic Groups (PCGs) as defined in the Equality Act and other groups protected by legislation. This will need to be considered at the next stages. 
It is expected that all user groups including businesses would benefit from improved EV charging infrastructure in the Marches to some degree - particularly where a scheme increases the availability, speed and reliability of chargepoints, enhances integration with other modes and offers local environmental or well-being improvements. The extent to which PCGs will benefit depends on the standard and cost of the facilities provided, and the affordability of electric vehicles in comparison to other modes of travel, with some measures likely to have a differential impact on some populations.

	Anticipated Outcomes/Impacts

	A high level logic map has been drafted to establish the relationship between the delivery of new and enhanced charging infrastructure and operational upgrades, possible outcomes and the overall impacts which could be achieved. The logic map should remain a live process to inform the development of the business case/s. An extract is included here.    
[image: ]

	Governance and Organisation 

	Identification and development of schemes identified under this programme will be a collaborative process between the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and Local Highway Authority partners, with input from relevant stakeholders including private sector organisations needed throughout. Schemes on or close to the Strategic Road Network are likely to be largely driven by National Highways. 
The existing Marches Transport Officers Group (TOG) will likely form a Steering Group for the programme, noting that all three authorities are already part of the Midlands Connect LEVI Consortium for both pilot installations and main bid tranches. At this stage, the assumption is that the LEP would make outline funding available to further develop business cases for strategic transport schemes while a combination of Herefordshire, Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin Councils would be responsible for progressing schemes, delivery stages and post implementation monitoring, as appropriate to the nature, location and scale of the intervention. 

	Stakeholder Views 

	The development of EV and low carbon strategies and other area-based strategy processes has involved initial targeted stakeholder and some wider business engagement. This has informed content, objectives and insight around priorities at local level based on acceptability and deliverability.  
A TOG sub-group was established to identify and discuss potential schemes or packages of schemes expected to make the greatest contribution to strategic network ambitions. The Marches TOG involves key stakeholders including Midlands Connect, National Highways, Network Rail and Welsh Government representatives. Widespread support has been established at TOG level for accelerated roll out of EV charging infrastructure in communities all across the Marches and increasing the number of charging hubs near main transport routes to support inter-regional and transitional movements.



	PART C – Next Steps 

	Roadmap

	The roadmap to delivery for individual elements will depend on what is being pursued at the time and who will be responsible for procuring charging infrastructure and associated services, whether that is public or private sector led. The process for securing public funds to deliver a programme of work or more significant investment in a major intervention will be as follows:
[image: ]
Ref: DfT Transport Analysis Guidance: Guidance for the Technical Project Manager 2018 (Figure 2)

For some projects, particularly non-complex proposals where there is a clear programme of work, there may be an argument to shorten the life cycle. It may be considered feasible and sensible to combine the SOC and OBC stages into a single process, and proceed directly to Full Business Case. 

	Likely Timescales

	Timescales for delivery of schemes to be identified including construction will be subject to phasing, design development, stakeholder engagement and wider consultation, approvals and funding. Indicative timescales are provided below based on what is known at this stage: 
	[bookmark: TableHeader]Stage
	Anticipated Duration
	Potential Timescale

	Scheme Identification and Prioritisation
	6-12 months
	2023-2024

	Short-term (quick wins)
	2-5 years
	2025-30

	[bookmark: TableText]Medium-term (passive provision)
	5-10 years
	2028-33

	Longer-term (innovation)
	10 years +
	2033+


.

	Possible Funding Mechanisms

	· Private sector (developer) contributions
· Innovate UK funding – in partnership with commercial organisations
· Other private funding arrangements (fully funded/concessionary models)
· Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Fund (LEVI)
· OZEV On-street Residential Charging Scheme
· OZEV Rapid Charging Fund
· Air Quality Grant
· Highways England Road Investment Strategy (RIS) and Strategic Economic Growth Plan
· Government Growth Deal funds
· DLUHC Levelling Up Fund
· Midlands Connect - Rural Mobility Fund
· Local Authority Capital and Revenue Programmes
There are likely to be other funding opportunities that become available over time to support these types of schemes, including funds targeted at wider regeneration and development objectives. Investing in good comprehensive planning will mean authorities are ready to make compelling bids for capital funding and can adapt outputs developed to meet any specific funding requirements.

	Consultation and Stakeholder Requirements

	To identify and continue the effective development of schemes a number of key stakeholders will need to be involved at the next stage and through the project lifecycle. A Communications and Stakeholder Engagement Plan/s will need to be produced outlining how key stakeholders, including landowners, transport operators, Local Authority Officers and Members, and the general public will be engaged throughout scheme development and delivery phases to ensure feedback is adequately reflected in the Business Cases and schemes delivered. The DNO needs to be engaged early and consulted to coordinate and facilitate the connection of any charge points to the network.

	Other Information/Surveys

	Additional survey and audit requirements to progress each case may be as follows subject to the location and scale of the scheme, and the availability of data already held by the Local Authority:
· Full topographical survey of the study area and surrounds to inform design. 
· Road Safety Audits (RSA) to be carried out at the relevant stages.
· WCHAR to be carried out related to the Trunk Road at the relevant stages.
· C3/C4 utility searches to inform scheme design and detailed cost estimates. 
· Statutory requirements including a suitable level of Equality and Environmental Impact Screening and Assessment. 


Annex A: Initial Areas of Focus (Strategic Hubs)
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The Marches - Strategic Transport Connectivity Priorities (EV Charging)
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