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Marches Broadband Programme role:

• Market failure – observers/moderators

• Conduits for Public Funding                     
(BDUK, Local Authorities, ERDF)

• Solution Commissioners 

• State Aid Compliance

• Contract Managers

• Commercial market engagement  
MNO’s/Altnets

• Conduit to Gvt for intervention 
opportunities 

• Ofcom/LGA engagement/lobbying
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BT £19.9m 36,000 BT £22.1m
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• Gvt aspirations to be a ‘world leader in 5g’

Take Up across LEP 









• All local bodies have individual strategies with challenging aspirations. 

• Further market interventions ongoing alongside existing main contracts:

• ERDF - £4m - £25k business grants (ave £14k)

• EAFRD - £10.4m cluster project - £9m to be contracted across 18 lots

• Fastershire/Shropshire looking at contract extensions

• Predominate rural geography, sparsity and premise distribution impacts commercial 
behaviour. 

• Market and Government at a technology tipping point

• 5 billion GVA opportunity 

• 1.4 billion devices expected by 2025

• Disruptive technologies evolving uber/amazon

• Full fibre/5g programme – pipeline in place upto 2021 (£740m)

• Timeline:

• Full fibre – pipeline in place for project bids

• 5G Rural First Test Bed – Harper Adams – Agri tech/automated vehicles

• 5G Worcestershire LEP – IOT security/M2M - robotics 

• 5G Connected Cities – announcement in Summer 2018

• 5G Connected Rural – commences in Summer 2018 -
Marches/Worcestershire/Staffordshire

• USO due by 2020;

• National Infrastructure Commission recent headlines

• Government and Ofcom should allow for copper switch-off by 2025

• Gvt should part subsidise rollout to rural and remote communities, 
beginning by 2020

• Telecoms Infrastructure Review due summer 2018

• Full Fibre commitment by 2033

Next Steps - Digital Infrastructure

DCMS publications:

‘The next generation mobile 
communication standard that 
is set to transform business 
and society’

‘Aim is for UK to be a world 
leader in 5G’.


